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About the Foundation 
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The Barbara Lee Family Foundation advances women’s equality and representation in American 

politics and in the field of contemporary art. Our work in both our program areas is guided by our 

core belief that women’s voices strengthen our democracy and enrich our culture.  

We achieve our overall mission through our political research program, strategic partnerships, 

grants, and endowments: 

• Nonpartisan political research: The Foundation has studied and published 

research about every woman's gubernatorial race since 1998. We have shared our 

findings with thousands of women candidates and officeholders, at all levels and 

across parties, giving women essential knowledge and tools to meet the challenges 

of campaigning.  

• Strategic partnerships: BLFF builds strategic, nonpartisan partnerships to help 

women succeed in American politics and make women contemporary artists more 

visible to the public. 

• Grants and endowments: BLFF is committed to building the capacity and ensuring 

the long-term viability of select partner organizations through grants and 

endowments.   

We welcome press inquiries. To request information or an interview, please contact: 

Erin Souza-Rezendes 
Communications Director 
Barbara Lee Family Foundation 
131 Mt. Auburn Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 

esouza@blff.org 
Office:  617.234.0355 
Cell:  774.644.0176

http://www.barbaraleefoundation.org/
http://www.barbaraleefoundation.org/
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Barbara Lee, Founder & President 
@barbaraleesays 

 
Barbara Lee is a national leader in advancing women’s equality and 
representation in American politics and in the field of contemporary art. 
She founded and leads the Barbara Lee Family Foundation. 
 
Inspired by her grandmother’s stories of suffragists marching on New 
York City’s Fifth Avenue in the early 1900s, Barbara has worked to 
educate the public about gender disparities in government since 1998. 
Today, through the Foundation’s nonpartisan Governors research, 
Barbara gives women candidates, elected officials, and other leaders at 
all levels essential knowledge to meet the challenges of campaigning. 

Through the Foundation, Barbara has endowed a nonpartisan training 
program for women at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government and 
an internship program at the Massachusetts State House for students 
at Simmons College in Boston. 
 

An advocate for Boston’s cultural life and for public access to contemporary art, Barbara is Vice 
Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston. 
 
Boston Magazine has included Barbara among “Boston’s Most Powerful Thought Leaders,” “The 
100 People Who Run This Town” and is listed among their “50 most powerful women” in Boston. 
Women’s eNews ranks her among the “21 Leaders for the 21st Century.” 

Barbara earned a Master’s degree from the Boston University School of Social Work and her 
Bachelor’s degree from Simmons College. 
 

Adrienne Kimmell, Executive Director 

@adriennekimmell 
 
As Executive Director of The Barbara Lee Family Foundation, Adrienne 
Kimmell leads the Foundation’s nonpartisan efforts to advance women’s 
political equality. Her expert commentary about the Foundation’s unique 
research on women’s campaigns has been cited in media outlets 
including The Boston Globe, Politico, Salon, the Atlantic, and Roll Call, 
among others.  
 
With experience on a broad range of national and local campaigns, 
Adrienne brings keen strategic insight to our work. A career advocate for 
reproductive justice, Adrienne served as the executive director of the 
Florida Association of Planned Parenthood Affiliates and the Florida 
Alliance of Planned Parenthood Affiliates, where she led Planned 
Parenthood in advancing their public policy agenda through legislation, 
organizing, and electoral work. 
 

Before her work in Florida, Adrienne managed state policy initiatives for the Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America in Washington, DC, designing model laws and policies and developing 
legislative strategy to advance reproductive justice at the state and local level. In earlier work with 
the Planned Parenthood Action Fund, Adrienne developed and implemented state and national 
political and electoral strategy. She began her career as a grassroots organizer and, later, a lobbyist 
for the Planned Parenthood League of Massachusetts. 
 
Adrienne earned a Master’s degree in public policy from Tufts University and her Bachelor’s degree 
from St. Lawrence University. 
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